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άaȅ Ƴŀƛƴ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ 
in my classroom the way I wished the world 
could be τ respectful of one another, eager to 
learn, and a positive attitude to be all that 
ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜΦέ

τ Mrs. Eva Ledbetter, 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ оǊŘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ



ÅReal-time human connection

ÅMotivation AND Engagement,           

not just decoding

ÅComprehension and Vocabulary 

Growth

ÅReading volume and enjoyment tied 

closely to achievement.

Reading Aloud is one of the most radical things 
we can do in a digital age.

©2026 Dr Diane Jackson Schnoor LLC



ÅBuild connection, curiosity, cognitive 

flexibility
ÅStrengthen vocabulary, background 

knowledge, inferencing, and 
comprehension
ÅCreate shared experiences, empathy, 

and perspective-taking

When We Treat 

Read Alouds ŀǎ ά9ȄǘǊŀΣέ 

We Miss Their Power
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ÅRich, complex ideas in accessible 
form

ÅSafe space for big feelings and big 

questions

ÅStories present opportunities to 
tackle challenges and engage in 

problem solving

Why Read Alouds Are 

Perfect STEAM Connectors
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ÅREAD: Interactive read aloud

ÅCONNECT: Story to STEAM Connection/Challenge

ÅPLAY: Guided playful exploration

ÅREFLECT: Reflection/Retelling/Extending Experience

Story-Driven STEAM: 

The 4 Part Framework
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ÅChoose a picture book that is engaging.

ÅWhat STEAM connections do you see?

ÅHighlight key features (rhythm, font changes, 

emotions)

ÅInvite kids to participate (drum along with the story, 

roar like the lion, shhhhhh).

ÅWug"vjqwijvhwn"rtqorvu"*Yjcv"yqwnf"{qw"fq"kp"PcpkҲu"

situation? How would that solve the problem?)

Step 1: READ (Interactive Read Aloud)
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ÅWhat problem or challenge is there in the story?

ÅWhat criteria exist for solving the problem?

ÅWhat constraints are there?

Step 2: CONNECT (Story to STEAM Connection)
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ÅOpen-ended materials

ÅTime and space to design, tinker, iterate

ÅRqukvkqp"ҵokuvcmguҶ"cu"rctv"qh"vjg"ngctpkpi

ÅCfwnvu"qdugtxg"cpf"rqug"ҵyqpfgtuҶ

ÅLet observations prompt deeper         

sound/content explorations

Step 3: PLAY (Guided Playful Exploration)
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ÅDraw a new page for a class book

ÅOffer sentence stems and key vocabulary

ÅWrite about what happens next

ÅConnect science of sound to 

   urgekhkecvkqpu"hqt"vjg"ҵrgthgevҶ"kpuvtwogpv

ÅConsolidate literacy and STEAM

Step 4: REFLECT (Reflection/Retelling/Extending)
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Taking The Framework to the Ecosystem
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ḬUse the craft sticks.
ḬTake 5 minutes to work in 
pairs or as a group to create 
an insect of your choice.
ḬYour insect needs to have 3 
body parts.
ḬYour insect needs to have 6 
legs.
ḬThe rest is up to you. 
ḬBe ready to share the name 
of your insect and any 
special superpowers or 
qualities it has.
ḬHave fun!

Insects in Nature





Sound Connections
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Sound Connections
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