


ReadAlouds= Water
Inquiry & Play = Soll

A What if we used science to
build literacy skills?

A What if learning through play
was a central science strategy?

A What if read alouds and play
help grow the 215 century
skills our children need?
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Reading Aloud is one of the most radical things
we can do In a digital age.

A Reaktime human connection

A Motivation AND Engagement,
not just decoding

A Comprehension and Vocabulary
Growth

A Reading volume and enjoyment tied
closely to achievement.
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When We Treat -
ReadAloudsl & & 9 E (i NI
We Miss Their Power

ABuild connection, curiosity, cognitive
flexibility

A Strengthen vocabulary, background
knowledge, inferencing, and
comprehension

A Create shared experiences, empathy,

and perspective-taking
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What kind of freestanding tower can you build
using just index cards?

Folding, tearing, crumpling, etc. are all
allowed, but NO scissors, tape, glue, etc

Your tower must support the weight of a book!
See how many of your Spangler books you can
stack before the tower collapses! |




NGSS Connections:

* Plan and conduct an investigation to provide evidence of the effects
of balanced and unbalanced forces on the motion of an object.

* Make observations and/or measurements of an object’s motion to
provide evidence that a pattern can be used to predict future motion.

* Define the problem (include criteria -- requirements for successful

C h I I # 2 . S I d d " P " solutions -- and constraints -- time and materials limitations). Develop
a e n g e - e I n g I g S possible solutions (test and compare systematically). Improve Design
(build and test prototypes using fair tests with one variable changes or
build to failure and then make stronger)

Can you build a ramp and sled that
will transport your pigs safely across
the ice (across the table) without
being eaten by the wolf? You may use
the materials at your table.
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All About Air Connections

EuGeNE Trivizas HELEN OXENBURY

Three Li];?lee Wolves THE THREE PIGS

and the DAVID WIESNER ¢ CLARION BOOKS

Big Bad Pig

Not the
same old
story.

Diane’s Sprouts Book Ideas
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365 Day Read Aloud/STEAM Pairings

©2026 Dr Diane Jackson Schnoor LLC



All About AlIr Connections
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Jack and the Beanstalk’s | |
Cloudy Close-Up | &

Dr. Diane’s Sprouts Book Ideas
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365 Day Read Aloud/STEAM Pairings
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Other Pig Applications

BUILD AHOUSE: What you need to build
a house for your pigs: a sheet of foll, craft
sticks, cardboard squares, yogurt cup, any
recycled materials you might allow kids to
use, masking tape, etc. You are only

limited by what you have on hand, but |
suggest limiting supplies to no more than
5-10 items.

EXTENSIONS: For a math

extension, you could have kids @?%xvlee\
. . : i % Q |
"purchase" construction items using t;is

An  Architecturil e

a pre -determined budget. Also build o @B
real -world connections to architects ‘
and different types of houses.
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Story-Driven STEAM:
Rwvvkpl " Tgecf

Practice |
A READ:Interactive read aloud

h"EgppgevVv

A CONNECT:Story to STEAM Connection/Challenge
A PLAY: Guided playful exploration

A REFLECT Reflection/Retelling/Extending Experience
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Connect

A Identify a problem

A Co-construct criteria and
constraints
A Provide appropriate

modeling as necessary



Play

A Using only the materials at your
table, how can you transform your
oTHt gf YY" ht go" cp " k

conductor?

A Create a circuit with your energy

stick. How many different things

can you include in the circuit?




Reflect

AHow would you build

connection to literacy?
AHow do we solidify
our STEAM thinking?
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Clrcuit

energy
source

conductor

Insulator

switch

Continuing to Connect After

Elgla}llr\/ Sv)r}{lvthe circuit  works using the
words energy source , conductor

Insulator , and switch
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What are some sentence stems we could
use to help students?



Connecting to the Energy Stick

365 Day Read Aloud/STEAM Pairings
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